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Begun at Edinburgh the 23d Day of May 1776, and 
concluded the 3d of June. 


The King's Commiſſi ion to Charles Lord 


Cathcart, produced and ordered to 
be recorded. 


Edinburgh, May 3. 1776. 
k General Aſſembly of this National Church 


being convened and conſtituted, there was 
produced to them, by DAVID DALRYMPLE, 
Eſq; Advocate, Procurator for the Church, the f 


King's Commiſſion, ſcaled with the Seal appointed by the 
Treaty of Union to bs kept and qr in Scotland, in place 
W Ol 
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of the Great Seal ef Scotland, making and conſtituting 
the Right Honourable CHARLES Lord CATHꝗCART his 
Majeſty's High Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in this 
Aſſembly; which Commiſſion was publicly read with all 
due honour and reſpect, and ordered to be recorded in 
the books of Aſſembly. The tenor whereof follows: 


EO RG IVS, Dei gratia, Magne Britanniæ, Franciæ, 

F et Hiberniæ Rex, Fidei Defenſor : Omnibus probis ho- 
mumbus, ad quos preſentes liters ugſfre pervenerint, ſalutem, 
Drandoquidem nos conſiderantes, quod generals eccleſie Scotie 
conventus in vigeſimum tertium diem Mau inſtantis convenire 
ordjnatus fyit 5 noſque ctiam abunde cupidi, quinetiam nece/- 
Jargum gſe qudicantes an cummodium dictæ ecelgſis, ut idem ge- 
neralig eccleſiæ conventus, die ftatuto debite obſervetur, atque 
rebus magni momendi nos alio uocantibus, dicto conventui per- 
ſnaliter intereſſe nequimus ; no/que abunde ſatigfacti de fideli- 
fate el Sufficientia fidelifſimi et dilectiſſimi noftri conſiliarii Ca- 
ali Domini Cathcart, gued ad ſummum munus poſtea mentio- 
ziatum rite exercendum et obeundum unde quaque fit qualificatus : 
 Noveritis zoitur, 20s nomnaſſe, cenſztuyſe, et ordinaſſe, ſicuti 
mos, tenore preſentium, nominamus, conſtituimus, et ordinamus, 
memoratum Carolum Dominum Cathcart, fupremum noſtrun: 
Cammiſſionarium ad effetium poſiea mentionatum quando et con- 
cedendo illi pleniſſimam noſtram poteſiatem, commiſſionem, et 
warrantem, ſacram noftram perſonam et authoritatem regalem 
repreſentandi, necnon preſentiam noftram ſupplendi, et locum 
nojerum in ditto ſubſequenti generali conventu, tanquam 
Commiſſionario naſiro ad hunc. fectum ſpecialiter conſtituto, 
fepend:, ommague alia ad imperium et locum Commiſſionarii 
pro generals eccleſie conventu peragendi, tam plene, adcoque 
libere, in omnibus reſpectibus, quam quilibet alius ejuſdem 
Summi muneris fecerat, ſeu quovis tempore præterito facere 
potuerat, wel fi naſinetipſi perſonaliter preſentes facere potue- 
mit. Quæque omma-et-fingula ab antedicto Carolo Domino 
Cathcart, in hac noſtra commiſſione proſequenda legitime 
Jecerit, ſen fiert ordinaverit, nos firmiter approbamus, et Ha- 
bituri fumus. Oimmibus et ſingulis inſuper antedictæ ecelgſiæ et 
conventus paſtoribus, et preſbyterus, ceteriſque qubuſcunque 
infra illam partem Magne Britanniæ Scotiam vocatam, ubditis 
noftris, quibuſcunque cujuſcunque gradus ſeu qualitatis, ut dictum 
Carolum Dominum Cathcart, tanguam ſupremum nofrum 
Commiſſionarium, quoad effetlum et modum ſupra mentiondt m: 
IE 4 . revereantur, 
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rebercantur, | agnoſcant, et dict. ip ſius audientes fe prebeant, 
fericte mandamus et imperamus : Atque hanc ngſtram commiſſi- 
nem, a dicto wigeſimo tertio die Maii inſtantis incipere, et 
deinceps hac ſubſequend. ſeſſione dicti generalis conventus, in 
vigore continuare declaramus, wel uſque dum a nobis revoca- 
bitur, et exonerabitur. In cugus rei teſtimonium, figillum no- 
rum per Unions tractatum cuſtodiend. et in Scotia, vice et 
loco Magni Sigilli .cquſdem, utend. ordinat. preſentibus appen- 
li mandavimus ; apud aulam noftram apud St James's, de- 
cimo die menſis Man, anno Domini millęſimo ſeptingenteſima ſep- 
tuageſimo ſexto, regnique noſtri anno decimo ſexto. Per 


fionaturam manu S. D. N. regts ſupraſcript. 
S ee eee 


The King's moſt gracious Letter to the 
General Aſſembly, preſented to them 
by the ſaid David Dalrymple Eſq; 


60 K 


D IGHT Reverend and well- beloved, We greet you 
i well. The loyalty and affection to our perſon 
and government, which you have ſo ſteadily manifeſted, 
and the zeal which you have conſtantly ſnewn in your 
endeavours to promote the: cauſe of true religion, virtue 
and morality have ever moſt deſervedly met with our 
approbation. It is with great pleaſure that we aſſure 
you of our moſt gracious diſpoſitions towards you, and 
of our reſolution to ſupport the Church of Scotland, as 
by. Jaw eſtabliſhed in all its rights and privileges. 
From che prudence and moderation of your delibera- 
: tions, we have no doubt of your determination to con- 
tinue your exertions with a truely chriſtian zeal, that 
conformably to the intent of your meeting, you will 
proceed in the diſcouragement of vice and licentiouſneſs ; 
and that, actuated by no other motive than the deſire of 
Promoting piety and virtue, you will avoid all conten- 
Hons and unedifying debates ; that your councils will 

„ ſolely 
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ſolely tend to the ſuppreſſion of every ſpecies of immora- 
lity, and the increaſe of the true happineſs of our ſub. 
jects, by enforcing a conſcientious obſervance of the re- 
ligion and laws of "theſe kingdoms, on which the felicity 
of every individual fo eſſentially depends. 

We have again appointed our Right Truſty and Well- 
beloved Counſellor, Charles Lord Cathcart, to repreſent 
our Royal perſon in this Aſſembly: We have had ſuch 
repeated proofs of his zeal and fidelity, and you have ſo 
often experienced his affection for you, that we cannot 
doubt of the ſatisfaction you will receive from the choice 
we have made; and you may be aſſured that the Church 
of Scotland, as by law cllabied; will always meet with 
our lupport. 

There is nothing more remaining but to acquaint you 
with our hopes, that the charity, brotherly love, and 
unanimity of your proceeding in the buſineſs before you, 
will bring this your meeting to a happy concluſion: And 
lo we bid you heartily farewel. 


Given at our Court of St James's, the roth day 
of May 1776, i in the ſixteenth year of our 
reign. 


: By his Majeſty's Command, 


(Signed) SUFFOL K. 


III. The 


III. 


The General Aſſembly's Anſwer to the 


1 


King's moſt gracious Letter. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 

OUR Majeſty's moſt gracious Letter was received by 
Y us, with all the reſpect and gratitude due to ſo great 
a mark of your Royal favour. 

The approbation which your Majeſty is pleaſed to ex- 
preſs of the loyalty and affection of this Church to your 
perſon and government, and of our zeal to promote the 
cauſe of true religion, virtue, and morality, cannot 
fail to fill our minds with the greateſt pleaſure, and next 
to the approbation of God, and of our own Conſciences, 
that of our Sovereign muſt hold the higheſt place in our 
eſteem. The aſſurance which your Majelty is pleaſed to 
give us of your moſt gracious diſpoſitions towards us, 
and of your reſolution to ſupport the Church of Scotland, 
as by law eſtabliſhed, in all its rights and privileges, can- 
not but afford us the higheſt ſatisfaction; and we rely 
upon it with the firmeſt ſecurity. 

The expreſſion of your Majeſty's confidence in the 


prudence and moderation of our deliberations, and of 
our continuing our exertions to diſcourage vice and licen- 


tiouſneſs, and to promote piety and virtue, fill us with 
the greateſt pleaſure ; and it ſhall be our ſincere ſtudy, 


to merit the continuance: of your Majeſty's approbation, 


by avoiding all contentions and unedifying debates, and 
directing our councils ſolely to the ſuppreſſion of every 


| ſpecies of immorality, by enforcing a conſcientious ob- 


ſervance of the religion and laws of theſe kingdoms, on 
which we are ſenſible the felicity of every individual ſo 
eſſentially depends. | 
Wie beg leave to return our humble and grateful ac- 
knowledgements to your Majeſty, on account of your 
Royal Donation for the propagation of Chriſtian Know- 
ledge in the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland. Ir ſhall be 
| our 
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our endeavour to apply the ſum appropriated by your 
bounty for that purpoſe, in ſuch a manner as may beſt 
anſwer the pious and uſeful deſign for which it is beſtowed. 

The choice which your Majeſty has been pleaſed again 
to make of Lord Cathcart, for repreſenting your Ro yal 
perſon in this Aſſembly, we cannot but conſider as an 
additional mark of your favour. The repeated proof; 
we have had of his zeal and fidelity, in the diſcharge of 
thoſe high truſts which have been committed to him, and 
the experience which we have ſo often had of his zeal for 
religion, and his high affection and regard to this 
Church, render the choice which your Majeſty has at this 
time made, extremely acceptable to. us all. 

That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, may protect your perſon, direct your councils, 
and proſper your adminiſtration; That he may bleſs 


your Royal Confort the Queen, the Prince of Wales, 


and all your Royal family; and that, after having long 
beheld the increafing felicity of your people, you may 
late aſcend thoſe. happy regions, where pious and virtu- 
ous princes ſhall ſhine-as the brightneſs of the firmament, 


and as the ſtars for-ever and ever ; and be diſtinguiſhed 
with an everlaſting crown, are the earneſt prayers of, 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
- Moſt obedient, 
g And moſt loyal Subjects, 
The Miniſters and Elders met in this National 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


: Signed in our name, 
In our preſence, | 
And at our appointment, by 


JON KER, Moderator 


EpinBURG ty | 
May 25. 1776. 


IV. The 
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IV. 


The General Aſſembly's Addreſs to his 
Majeſty on the preſent ſituation of 


D 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


*©T7E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful ſubjects, the Mini- 
'VY fters and Elders met in the General Aſſembly of 
the Church of Scotland, animated with the ſame ſentiments 

of loyalty which prevail among the people under our 
care, embrace this firſt opportunity of joining with them 
in declaring, that, at this intereſting juncture, our at- 
tachment to your Majeſty's perfon and government, and 
our zeal for the conſtitution and rights of Great Britain 
continue firm and unſhaken. — 

Under a conſtitution founded on the principles of li- 

berty, and governed by a Sovereign whoſe reign has been 
uniformly diſtinguifhed by a ſacred regard for the rights 
of his people, we have enjoyed a felicity which our fore- 
fathers ſtruggled and prayed for, but did not obtain; and 
we daily bleſs that God, by whom Kings reign, for your 
mild and equitable adminiſtration. Senſible of our own 
happineſs, and repoſing with confidence on your Majeſty's 
attention to the welfare of all your people, it is with no 

_ lels aftoniſhment than regret, that we have beheld thoſe 
alarming events which diſturb the tranquillity of your 
reign. 

But while we deeply bewail the progreſs of that ſpirit 

which hath prompted our fellow-ſubjects in North-Ame- 
rica, to take arms, in oppoſition to your Majeſty's autho- 
rity, and the fapremacy of the Britith Legiſlature, we con- 
template with peculiar fatisfaction, that ſtriking proof 
which your Majeſty now gives, of your paternal affection, 
by veſting in the ſame reſpectable perſons whom you have 
intraſted with the command of your formidable fleets and 
armies, the power of diſnlaying the extent of your Maje- 
ſty's clemency, and of conciliating the alienated minds of 
your ſubjects, -” | | 


C We 
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We conſider ourſelves as called upon in the preſent 
ſituation of public affairs to exert our utmoſt diligence, 
in diſcharging the important functions of our facred 
office, in der to confirm the people committed to our 
charge, in their reverence for the laws of their country, 
in their attachment to the ſyſtem of legal government 
eſtabliſhed by the glorious Revolution, and in their loyalty 
towards your Ma jelly, whom they nave experienced to be 
the faichful guardian of thoſe liberties which your iluf. 
trious Houſe was called to maintain. 

Theſe endeavours ſhall ever be accompanied with our 
fervent prayers to Almighty God, that he may go forth 
with the fleets and armies of our country; that he may 
bleſs the humane means employed by your Majeity, to 
recal our fellow-{ubjects to a ſenſe of their duty, and to 
put a ſpcedy period, without effuſion of blood, to the 
preſent dangerous and unnatural rebellion; that he, who 
ſtilleth the tumults of the people, and ruleth the ſpirit of 
man, may, in his good time, turn the hearts of the children 
unto their fathers ; that out of confuſion order may ariſe ; 
that in place of anarchy and civil diſcord, ſubmiſſion to 
legal authority may return; and the union between 
Great Britain and her Colanies may be happily re-eſta- 
bliſhed]; ſo that both may long rejoice under the government 
of your Majeſty as their common parent and benefactor, 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 

| Moſt obedient, 

And moſt loyal Subjects, 
The Miniſters and Elders met in this National 

Aſſembly of the Church oſ Scotland. 

Signed in our name, 
In our preſence, 


[ And at our appointment, by 
JOHN KER, Moderator. 


EDINBURGH, 
May 28. 1776, 


The 
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The General Aſſembly's congratulatory 
Addreſs to his Majeſty on the birth 
of another Princeſs. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


FT7E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful ſubjects, the Miniſters 
W and Elders of the Church of Scotland, embrace 
with pleaſure the opportunity which our meeting in a | 
General Aſſembly affords us of approaching your Throne | 
with reſpectful congratulations | on the birth of another 
Princeſs. 

Animated with the principles of loyalty and inviolable. 
regard to your Royal perſon and family, we cannot fail 
to rejoice in an event which adds to your domeſtic felicity. 
Poſſeſſed, as we are, with reverence and gratitude to- 
wards the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover, to which, under 
God, the nation is indebted for the full enjoyment of the 
Proteſtant religion, and of public liberty, we muſt conſi- 
der the increaſe of your Royal family as an happy pledge 
of the ſecurity of our civil and religious rights, which our 
anceſtors were ſolicitous to eſtabliſh, by calling your auguſt 
family to the throne of theſe kingdoms. On that 
throne may it flouriſh to the lateſt poſterity 

With our fervent prayers for the bleſſing of the moſt 
High to reſt on your Majeſty, on your illuſtrious conſort 
the Queen, and on all your Royal Progeny, we are, 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


Your Majeity's moſt faithful, 
Mooſt obedient, 
And molt loyal Subjects, 


Tha Miniſters and Elders met in this National 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


Signed in our name, 


In our preſence, 


Deva, ? And at our appointment, by 
TE N 8 JOHN KER, Moderator. 
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Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ruling 
Elders for Reformation of the Highlands 
and Iſlands, and for managing his Ma- 


jeſty's Royal Bounty for that End. 


"HE General Aſſembly did, and hereby do nominate 
and appoint, the Rev. Dr John Ker Miniſter at 
Forfar, their Moderator, all the Miniſters members of the 
prefbytery of Edinburgh, all the Miniſters from the High- 
lands who are members of this Aſſembly, Dr Duncan 
Shaw at Rafford, Mr Donald M*Queen at Kilmuir, Mr 
George M Culloch at Loath, Mr Jom Thomſon at Dur- 
neſs, Mr John Cameron at Hall-Kirk, Mr Robert Gun at 
Latheron, Mr John Scollay at St Andrews and Deerneſs, 
Mr james Aliſon at Holm, Mr James Tyrie at Stromneſs, 
Mr james Buchan at Walls, Mr Patrick Bennet at Pol- 
mont, Mr John Johnſton at Biggar, Mr Thomas Gibſon 
at Kirkurd, Mr John Goldie at Temple, Mr Thomas Hep- 
burn at Athelſtanefoord, Mr John Claney at Whitekirk, 
Mr Adam Murray at Eccles, Dr Walter Anderſon at 
Chirnſide, Mr Robert Hog at Roxburgh, Mr William 
Scot.at Abbotrule, Mr Robert Potts at Ettrick, Mr An- 
drew Jaffrey at Ruthwell, Mr John Scotland at Weſter- 
kirk, Mr John Nimmo at Johnſton, Mr Thomas Mutter 
at Dumfries, Mr Charles Niſbet at Montroſe, Dr John 
Walker at Moffat, Dr James Blinſhall at Dundee, Mr 
Adam Ferguſon at Mouline, Mr Robert Turnbull at 
Sprouſtoun, Dr Alexander Duncan at Smealholm, Mr 
James Thomſon at Dunfermline, Dr David Shaw at Coyl- 
toun, Mr Colin Campbell at Renfrew, Mr David Connell 
at Kilbride, Mr John Hamilton at Glaſgow, Mr John 
Corſe at Glaſgow, Mr William M<Cubbon at Douglas, 
Profeſſor Bailke at Glaſgow, Mr Andrew Gray at Aber- 
nethy, Dr Hary Spence at Wemyſs, Mr Thomas Gray at 
Broughton, Mr Robert Wingate at Abdie, Mr Patrick 
Glaſs at Crail, Mr David Ferguſon at Farnell, Mr John 


Hutchen at Fettereſſo, Mr George Abercromby q A- 
Þ > ee 
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berdeen, Mr William Forſyth at Aboyne, Mr Francis 
Leflie at Tullenefle, Mr Thomas Mitchell at Tarvis, Mr 
Alexander Stewart at Leſſie, Mr William Taylor at New. 
Deer, Mr Walter Moriſon at Deſktoord, Mr John Couper 
at Glaſs, Mr John Grant at Dundurcaſs, Mr Patrick 
Grant at Cromdale, Mr William Gordon at Urquhart, 
Mr Thomas Gordon at Auldearn, Mr Thomas Simpſon 
at Avoch, Mr Patrick Grant at Nigg, and Mr James Grant 
at Laggan, Miniſters ; the Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, 
Mr George Home baker in Edinburgh, Mr James Cun- 
ninghame baker in Edinburgh, Mr Andrew Hamilton of 
Spictlehaugh, Mr William Robertſon advocate, Profeſſor 
Dougald Stewart, Edinburgh, Profeſſor Ferguſon, Mr 
Alexander Abercromby writer to the ſignet, Profeſſor 

Williamſon, Mr James Loch writer to the ſignet, Mr 
Allan M*Dougall writer to the ſignet, Duncan MMillan 
of Dunmore, Eſq; Mr Niell Ferguſon advocate, Mr Alex 
ander Ferguſon advocate, Mr William M*<Donald writer 
to the ſignet, Bailie John Grieve, Edinburgh, Convener 
Orlando Hart, Edinburgh, Bailie Charles Innes, Edin- 
burgh, Bailie John Lothian, Edinburgh, Mr John Moſ- 
man merchant in Edinburgh, Mr William Galloway 
merchant in Edinburgh, Bailie James Gentle brewer in 
Canongate, Mr Daniel Miller merchant in Canongate, 
Mr Allan M<Connochie. advocate, Mr George Currie ad- 
vocate, Mr Iſaac Grant writer to the ſignet, Mr Colquhoun 
Grant writer to the ſignet, Dr Gregory Grant phyſician 

in Edinburgh, Mr John Taylor writer to the ſignet, Mr 
Alexander Miller advocate, William Campbell of Fairfield, 
Eſq; Mr Andrew Croſbie advocate, Mr Robert Cullen 
advocate, Mr John Dickſon advocate, Sir James Colquhoun 
of Luſs, Bart. Mr Lamont of Lamont, Mr M*Naught of 
Barncaillie, Mr Brown of Barharrow, Mr Archibald 
M*Donald advocate, Mr Solicitor Murray, the Lord Ad- 
vocate, the Lord Chief Baron, Mr Alexander Belſches 
advocate, Lord Alva, Solicitor Balmain, Mr William 
Chalmers writer, Edinburgh, Mr Hart of Baltully, Mr 

Walter Coffar Comptroller of Exciſe, Mr John Scott ad- 
vocate, Captain Robert Mudie ſhipmaſter in Leith, Mr 
Joleph Gavin merchant in Edinburgh, the Procurator, 
Mr John Robertſon writer in Edinburgh, Mr John Touch 
of the Chapel of Eaſe, Mr Coſmo Gordon advocate, Lord 
Ankeryile, Mr Walter Gibſon ſargeon in Leith, Mr 
Is D Buchan - 
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Buchan of Kello, Mr Græme of Gramfſhall, Bailie John 
Walker merchant in Edinburgh, Sir Alexander Dick of 
Preſtonfield, Bart. Mr Storen of Smithfield, the Lord 
Preſident, Mr Charles Brown advocate, Bailie Hugh 
Dalrymple, North Berwick, Mr George Buchan- Hepburn 
advocate, Mr Matthew Sandilands writer in Edinburgh, 

Colonel James Pringle of Stitchell, Mr Adam Ogilvy ad— 
vocate, Sir William Maxwell of Springkell, Mr William 
Scotland writer in Edinburgh, Mr Hay of Crawfordton, 
and Mr Alexander Wight advocate, Ruling Elders ; to 
be a committee of this Aſſembly, for Reformation of the 
Highlands and Iilands of Scotland, for promoting the 
knowledge of true Religion, ſuppreſſing Popery and pro- 
faneneſs, and for managing the Royal Bounty, for theſe 
ends, according to, and in terms of his Majeſty's grant 
to this Aſſembly. In prolecution of which purpoſes, the 
committee are to appoint preachers and catechiſts to go to 
ſuch places as they ſhall find, upon due information, to 
be moſt proper, according to his Majeſty's deſign exprel-. 
{ed in his warrant ; and, in fo doing, that they have par- 
ticular regard to ſuch pariſhes in South Uiſt, Small-Iſles, 
Glenco, Harris, the countries of Moidart, Glengarv, and 
Lochaber, and the other parithes of the ſynods of Glenelg 
and Argyle, which the committee (hall find, by reaſon of 
their vaſt extent, by the prevalency of Popery and igno- 
rance, and other unhappy circumſtances, to be in the 
_ greateſt diſtreſs: And they ſhall take care, that the per- 
ſons they employ be certified, and found, upon due trial, 

to be properly qualified for theſe reſpective offices, of 
good abilities for the ſame, of a pious life and converſa- 
tion, prudent, of undoubted loyalty to his Majeſty, and 
of competent {kill in the principles of divinity, and par- 
ticularly in Popith controverſies : Such preachers and ca- 
techiſts being hereby appointed to be ſubject to, and un- 
der the inſpection of the preſbyteries of the bounds to 
which they are ſent, who are to take care that the orders 
of the committee be duly obſerved by them. And the 
preachers are alſo appointed to catechiſe, and both they 
and the catechiſts to inſtruct the people from houſe to 
houſe, and to viſit the ſick, and, in all their labours a- 
mong the people, to be careful to teach them the princi- 
ples and duties of the true Chriſtian Proteſtant Religion, 


and the obligations they are under to duty and loyalty (0 
our 
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our Sovereign King George, and obedience to the laws: 
And the committee are impowered to give them ſuch 
inſtructions, as to their work and behaviour, as they ſhall 
judge meet; which inſtructions the preachers and cate- 
chiſts are hereby ordered to obey. The General Al- 
ſembly do further appoint the ſaid committee, to have a 
particular regard in their proceedings to the regulations 
agreed upon by the committee of the Aſſembly for ma- 
naging the Royal Bounty, on the 3oth of September 1730, 
approven by frequent Aſſemblies ; and to take care that 
preſbyteries, and others concerned, obſerve the ſame, 
which they are hereby ordered to do: Particularly, the 
Aſſembly ordains the ſeveral preſbyteries to inſert in their 
regiſters, the committee's appointments of the deſigna- 
tions, ſalaries, and ſtations of the ſeveral miſſionaries, and 
to have an exact regard thereto, in all the letters they 
ſhall write about the ſaid mithonaries, and in giving of 
certificates to them ; and to direct all their letters con- 
cerning miſſionaries in their bounds, only to the Mode- 

rator of the Committee; which letters ſhall be ſigned, at 

the appointment of the preſbytery, by the Moderator or 

clerk thereof: And the Aſſembly does diſcharge any pay- 

ment to be made of the ſalaries of the miſſionaries, except 
upon receipts from the miſſionaries themſelves, and upon 
certificates from the preſbyteries, bearing, that they have 
ſerved for the time mentioned in the receipts. The Ge- 
neral Aſſembly do allo impower the ſaid committee, to 
apply, for the purpoles above mentioned, what may re- 
main of the laſt year's Royal Bounty not diſpoſed of, by 
_ reaſon of any of the miſſionaries not fulfilling the appoint- 
ments laid upon them ; and they are to keep a regiſter 
of their proceedings, and likewiſe diſtin& books of ac- 


compts, how the foreſaid money is beſtowed, which ſhall . 


be patent to any concerned who pleale to inſpect the ſame. 
Ot the perſons above named as members of this commit- 
tee, five are declared to be a quorum, whereof three are 
to be miniſters. But it is hereby appointed, That at the 
quarterly meeting of the committee, in which the ſcheme 
or eſtabliſhment of miſſionaries for the enſuing year is to 
be approved and determined, not leſs than fourteen (hall 
be the quorum, * whereof nine ſhall be miniſters ; and the 
laid committee are appointed to have their general meet- 
ings at Edinburgh, the firſt lawful day after the adjourn- 

| ment 
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ment of the tour {tated diets of the Commillion of the 
General Aſtembly, within the Aſlembly Iſle, at ten of the 
clock in the forenoon, except that day ſhall fall to be Sa- 
turday, and then the meeting (hall be upon Monday next 
thereafter, at the ſaid hour ; with power to the laid com- 
mittee, to adjourn themſelves to [ach times and places as 
they thall find moſt needful and convenient: And they 
are to keep a correſpondence with the Commiſſion of the 
General Aſſembly, and the Society for propagating 
Chriſtian Knowledge, and their committee of directors, 
and to take their advice and aſſiſtance; and alſo to cor- 
reſpond with the ſynods and preſbyteries concerned, 
They are likewile inſtructed and impowered, as they ſhall 
{ee caule, to apply to the Government, or any magiſtrate, 
for aſſiſtance and ſupport in carrying on the deſign of the 
commiſſion now given to them, And the General A. 
ſembly do, by theſe preſents, nominate and appoint Mr 
David Dalrymple advocate, Procurator for the Church, 
to be Receiver of the foreſaid Royal Bounty, and to pay 
out the ſame as he ſhall be directed and ordered by the 
ſaid committee, and according to their rules. And the 
ſaid committee are appointed to examine the ac- 


compts of the diſtribution of the Royal Bounty, and lay 


the ſame before the Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's 
Treaſury, or the Barons of his Majeſty's Court of Exche- 


quer, and to report their diligence to the General Aſſem- 


bly, to whom they are to be accountable. And it is a- 
greed, That no perſon once employed and inſert in the 


ſcheme ſhall be ſtruck out thereof for that year, but by 


the quorum of at leaſt fourteen, whereof nine to be mi- 
niſters ; and in caſe any complaint ſhall be made againſt 
any of them on the ſcheme, it ſhall not be determined 
the firſt ordinary meeting that the ſame is. offered, but ic 
ſhall lye on the table till another meeting; and in the 


mean-time, the perſon complained of, and the preſbytery 


of the bounds wherein he officiates, ſhall be acquainted of 
ſuch complaint, and theſe concerned be required to ſend 
to the ſaid committee a juſt account of the matter, againſt 
the next meeting. And it is further appointed, That 
after the yearly ſcheme of miſſionaries on the Royal 
Bounty is ſettled in manner above directed, and notice 
thereof given by letters to the preſbyteries concerned, 


ſich preſbyteries ſhall ſend up to the ſaid committee their 
| anſwer 
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anſwer to theſe letters, at fartheſt with their commiſſioners 
1 the General Aſſembly, if the ſame be not done ſooner; 
and that the committee, at their firſt meeting after the 
General Aſſembly, ſhall endeavour to compleat the next 
year's ſcheme themſelves; and if they cannot compleat 

it, they ſhall name a ſub-committee of their number for 
that purpoſe, who are to lay their draught thereof before 
a ſubſequent meeting, which are appointed to meet as 
oon after the riſing of the Aſſembly as poſſible. And 
impowered the committee, at their firſt meeting, to reject | 
any petition for a new ſtation, in caſe they ſhall find ſuf- 
ficient objections againſt it; and that the ſaid committee, 

in making up the ſcheme of miſſionaries, Oc. do not 
exceed the ſum in the grant. 


VII. 


Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Rul- 
ing Elders, for diſcuſſing Affairs refer- 
red to them. 


E General Aſſembly, conſidering that there are 
1 diverſe affairs which they cannot overtake, do here- 
by nominate, commiſſionate, and appoint the Reverend Dr 
John Ker, miniſter of the goſpel at Forfar, their Mode- 
rator, and from the Preſbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr 
Robert Coupar at Grithen, Mr Nathaniel M*Kie at Corſ- 
michael, Mr Samuel Martin at Balmaghie, miniſters, 
and Mr Andrew Heron of Ingleſtown, ruling elder; 
From the burgh of Kirkcudbright, John M*Knaught of 
Barncaillie, Eſq; From the Preſbytery of Wigton, Mr 
damuel Brown at Kirkmabreck, Mr James Laing at 
Glaſſertown, miniſters, and Mr Alexander Miller advo- 
cate, ruling elder; from the burgh of Whithorn, 
Patrick Brown of Barharrow, Eſq; From the Preſbytery 
of Stranrawer, Mr James Twaddel at Old Luce, Mr 
John M*Kenzie at Port Patrick, - miniſters ; From the 
Preſbytery of Ayr, Dr David Shaw at Coyltown, Mr 
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William M*Gill at Ayr, Mr Duncan M*Myne at Dal. 
melington, Mr Andrew Shaw at Craigie, Mr John 
Shepherd at Muirkirk, miniſters, John Hamilton of Bar- 
genie, Eſq; William Campbell younger of Fairfield, 
Eſq; ruling elders; From the burgh of Ayr, Profeſſor 
Dougald Stewart; From the Preſbytery of Irvin, Mr 
Malcolm Brown at Kilbirnie, Mr Arthur Oughterſon, at 
Kilbride, Mr James Richmond at Irvine, miniſters, the 
Hon. Patrick Boyle of . Shewalton, ruling elder ; From 
the burgh of Irvine,. Mr John Buſhby of Auchingabert ; 
From the Preſbytery of Paiſley, Mr Colin Campbell at 
Renfrew, Mr James Moriſon at Paiſley, Mr John Forreſt 
at Port-Glaſgow, miniſters, Andrew Croſbie, Eſq; advo- 
cate, ruling elder ; From the Preſbytery of Hamilton, 
Mr David Connel at Kilbride, Mr Patrick Maxwell at 
New Monkland, Mr Alexander Dobie at Glaſsford, mi- 
niſters, Mr Robert Cullen advocate, ruling elder ; From 
the Preſbytery of Lanark, Mr William M*Cubban at 
Douglas, Mr Robert Buchanan at Leſmahagow, miniſters, 
James White of Neuk, Eſq; ruling elder ; From the 
burgh of Lanark, Mr Richard Tod, merchant in Leith; 
From the Preſbytery of Glaſgow, Mr John Hamilton at 
Glaſgow, Mr John Corſe at Glaſgow, Mr William An- 
derſon at Gorbals, Mr William Thom. at Govan, mini- 
ſters, Profeſſor John Anderſon, and Mr William Watſon 
ruling elders; from the Univerſity of Glaſgow, Profeſ- 
ſor James Baillie ;- From the Preſbytery. of Dumbarton, 
Mr George Drummond at Roſeneath, Mr Gordon Stew- 
art at Bonhill, Mr James Graham at Killearn, miniſtere, 
Sir James Colquhoun of Luſs Bart. ruling elder ;. From 
the Preſbytery of Denoon, Mr Alexander Lamont at 
Kilfinan, Mr Archibald M*Lea at Rothſay, miniſters, 
John Lamont of Lamont, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the 
burgh of Rothſay, Duncan M*Millan of Dunmore, Eſq; 
From the Preſbytery of Kintyre, Mr Robert Thomſon at 
Killean, Mr John Hamilton at Kilmoree, Mr. George 
M-Leiſh at Saddel, miniſters, Mr Archibald M Donald ad- 
vocate, ruling elder ; From the burgh of Campbelton, 
Alexander Murray of Murray-field, Eſq; Solicitor-General 
for Scotland ; *From the Preſbytery. of Inverary, .Mr Peter 
Campbell at Kilmichael, Mr Daniel Hyndman at South 
Knapdale miniſters, Mr James Loch writer to the ſignet, 
ruling elder; From the burgh of Inverary, Dr James 
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Williamſon ;. From the Preſbytery of Lorn, Mr Donald 
M. Nicol at Leſmore, Mr William Campbell at Kilchrenan, 
miniſters, Robert Campbell Eſq; of Finab, ruling elder; 
From the Preſbytery of Mull, Mr Niel M Leod at Kilfini- 
hen, Mr Patrick M “Arthur at Ardnamurchan, miniſters, 
Allan M<Dougal of Gallaniſh, Eſq; ruling elder; From 
the Preſbytery of Dunkeld, Mr Adam Ferguſon at Mou- 
line, Mr Robert Williamſon at Lethindy, Mr James 
Smith at Rattray, Mr. John Scott at Kinclevan, miniſters, 
Profeſſor Adam Ferguſon, Mr Niel Ferguſon advocate, 
ruling elders ; From the Preſbytery of Perth, Dr Andrew 
Gray at Abernethy, Mr David Beatſon at Dumbarney, - 
Mr Archibald Stevenſon at St Madoes, Mr George Chap- 
man at Kinfauns, miniſters, Mr Alexander Belches ad- 
vocate, Bailie John Caw, Ruling elders; From the 
Preſbytery of: Stirling, Mr Robert Finlay at Dollar, Mr 
William Martin at Gargunnoch, miniſters, -Lord Alva, 
ruling - elder ; From the Preſbytery of Auchterarder, 
Mr Archibald Rennie at Muchart, Mr David Kemp at 
- Gaſk, Mr Robert Mathie at Glendovan, -miniſters, 
Bailic James Gentle, Canongate, ruling elder; From 
the Preſbytery of Dumblane, Mr James Smith at Kil- 
madock, Mr Robert Balfour at Lecrop, miniſters, John 
Graham younger of Meiklewood, Eſq; ruling elder ; 
From the Preſbytery of Dunfermline, Mr James Thom 
fon at Dunfermline, Mr Alexander Daling at Clieſh, 
Mr Thomas Fernie at Dunfermline, miniſters, Dr- John 
: Steedman, Phyſician in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; From 
the burgh of Dunfermline, Mr Allan M*Connochie of 
Meadowbank, advocate; From the burgh of ] nverkeithing, 
Baillie Andrew Turnbull; From the -Preſbytery - of 
Kirkcaldy, Dr Hary Spenſe at Wemyſs, Dr Patrick Muir- 
head at Dyſart, Mr David Swan at Scoonie, miniſters, 
James Townſend-Oſwald, Eſq; of Dunnekier, ruling 
elder; From the burgh of Kirkcaldy, Mr James Fergus, 
merchant in Kirkcaldy ; from the burgh of Kinghorn, 
James Balmain, Eſq; Solicitor of Exciſe ;* From the Preſ- 
bytery of Cupar, Mr. Robert Wingate at Abdie, Mr 
George Lyon at Strathmeiglo, Mr Charles Wilſon at 
Aughtermuchty, Mr William Duncan at Newburgh, mi- 
miſters, the Hon. Captain Maitland, John Melvell of 
Cairnie, Eſq; ruling elders; From the Preſbytery of St 
Andrews, Mr Patrick Glaſs at Crail, Mr John Mair at 
5 Cameron, 
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Cameron, Mr John Richardſon at Newburn, Mr James 
Nairn at Pittenweem, miniſters, Profeſſor George Hill, 
Mr James Chalmers, merchant in Anftruther-Eaſter, 
ruling elders ; From the burgh of St Andrews, Mr Wil. 
liam Chalmers Writer in Edinburgh; From the burgh 
of Pitten weem, James Durham of Largo, Eſq; From the 
burgli of Anſtruther-Eaſter, Alexander Hart of Baltully 
Eſq; ;clerkto the High Court of ſuſticiary ; From the 80 
of Kilrenny, Mr Walter Coſſar, Comptroller of Exciſe, 
Edinburgh; From the Preſbytery of Meigle, Mr Thomas 
Maſon at Glenila, Mr William Dow at Blairgowrie, Mr 
James Edward at Lintrathen, miniſters, Patrick Aliſon 
of Newhall, Eſq; ruling elder ; From the Preſbytery of 
Forfar, Dr John Dryſdale one of the miniſters of Edin- 
burgh, Mr Griffith Ferguſon at Dunnichen, miniſters, Wil- 
liam Adam, Eſq; younger of Maryburgh, ruling elder ; 
From the burgh of Forfar, John Adam, Eſq; of Mary- 
burgh ; From the Preſbytery of Dundee, Mr George 
Lyon at Longforgan, Dr James Blenſhall at Dundee, Mr 
Alexander Strachan at Strathmartin, miniſters, Provoſt 
Patrick Maxwell, ruling elder ; From the Preſbytery of 
Aberbrothock, Mr Robert Trail at Panbryde, Mr John 
Aitken at St Vigians, miniſters, : the Hon. Baron Maule, 
ruling elder; From the .Preſbytery of Brechin, Mr 
David F ergulon at Farnell, Mr John Pirie at Lochlee, 
Mr Charles Niſbet at Montr ole,” miniſters, Mr John Scott 
advocate, ruling elder ; From the burgh of Montroſe, 
Captain Robert | Mudie ſhipmaſter in Leith ; From the 
Preſbytery of Fordown, Mr John. Hutchen at Fettereſſo, 
Mr John Brymer at Marykirk, Mr James Walker at 
Dnnnoter miniſters, 'Mr George Home baker in Edin- 
burgh, ruling . elder; From the burgh of Bervie, Mr 
Joſeph Gavin, merchant in Edinburgh ; From the Preſ- 
bytery of Aberdeen, Mr George Abercomby at Aberdeen, 
Profeſſor Alexander Gerard, Mr James Forſyth at Bel- 
helvie, miniſters, Sir James Cockburn, Baronet, James 
Cunningham of Hyndhope, Eſq; ruling elders ; From the 
city of DANordcon: John Duncan of Nosu, Eſq; late 
Provoſt of Aberdeen; From the Preſbytery of Kincardin 
O'niel, Mr William Forſyth at Aboyne, Mr John Ram- 
ſay at Strachan, Mr William Shand at Lumphanan, mi- 
niſters; From the Preſbytery of Alford, Mr Francis 


1 at Tullineſſel, Mr Robert Lumſden at Kildrummie, 
miniſters, 
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miniſters, Alexander Leith, Eſq; of Glenkinday, ruling 
elder ; From the Preſbytery of Ellon, Mr Thomas Mit- 
chel at Tarves, Mr John Roſe at Udney, Profeſſor 
Thomas Gordon, miniſters; From the Preſbytery of 
Garioch, Mr Alexander Stewart at Leſly, Mr John Likly 
at Old Meldrum, Mr Thomas Shepherd at Bourty, mi- 
niſters, Mr David Dalrymple advocate, procurator for 
the church, ruling elder ; From the burgh of Inverary, 
John Clerk of Eldin, Eſq; From the Preſbytery of Deer, 
Mr William Taylor at New-deer, Mr James Johnſton at 
Crimond, Mr Andrew Youngſon at Aberdour, miniſters, 
Mr John Taylor Clerk to the Signet, ruling elder; From 
the Preſbytery of Fordyce, Mr Walter Moriſon at Deſk- 
ford, Mr. Robert Ogilvy at Ordyquhill, miniſters, Mr 
John Robertſon, writer in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; 
From the Preſbytery of Strathbogie, Mr John Cooper at 
Glaſs, Mr Alexander Angus at Bottriphnie, miniſters, 
Mr Cofmo Gordon advocate, ruling elder ; From the 
Preſbytery of Aberlour, Mr John Grant at Dundurcas, 
Mr John Dunbar at Knockando, miniſters, Mr Iſaac 
Grant writer to the Signet, ruling elder ; From the 
Preſbytery of Abernethy, Mr Patrick Grant at Cromdale, 
Mr Robert Farquharſon at Kirkmichael, miniſters, Dr 
Gregory Grant, ruling elder; From the Preſbytery 
of Elgin, Mr William Gordon at Urquhart, Mr Lewis 
Gordon at Drainie, . miniſters, Mr John Touch, Edin- 
burgh, ruling. elder ; From the Preſbytery of Forres, 
Dr Duncan Shaw at Rafford, Mr Alexander Coull at 
Edinkilly, miniſters, Mr James Frazer, merchant in 
Forres, ruling, elder ; From the Preſbytery of Nairn, 
Mr Thomas Gordon at Auldearn, Mr Walter Moriſon at 
Arderſier, miniſters, Baillie John Lothian, merchant in 
Edinburgh, ruling elder ; From the Preſbytery of Cha- 
nonry, Mr Thomas Simpſon at Avock, Mr Robert Arthur 
at Kirkmichael and Cullicudden, miniſters, Mr William 
Galloway, merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; From 
the Preſbytery of Tain, Mr Patrick Grant at Nigg, Mr 
Joſeph Munro at Edirton, miniſters ; The Right Hon. 
Lord Ankervile, ruling elder; From the burgh of Tain, 
Robert Chalmers, Eſq; of Larbert ; From the Preſbytery 
of Dingwall, Dr Patrick Grant at Urray, Mr Angus 
Bethune at Alneſs, miniſters, Mr Walter Gibſon, ſur- 
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geon in Leith, ruling elder ; From the Preſbytery of 
Abertarph, Mr Patrick Grant at Boleſkine, Mr James 
Grant at Laggan, miniſters, Mr Colquhoun Grant, 
writer to the {ignet, ruling elder ; From the preſbytery 
of Sky, Mr Donald M*Queen, at Kilmuir, Mr Martin 
M*Pherſon at Slate, miniſters, Mr James Wilkie of 
Rathobyres, Eſq; ruling elder ; From the preſbytery of 
Lewis, Mr Alexander M*Kay at Barvas, Mr John Downie 
at Stornoway, miniſters, Mr William Robertſon, adyo- 
cate, ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Uiſt, Mr 
John Bethune at Harris, Mr Edmund M Queen at Barra, 
miniſters, George Buchan of Kello, Eſq; advocate, rul- 
ing elder ; From the preſbytery of Lochcarron, Mr Da. 
niel M*Intoſh at Gerloch, Mr Donald Munro at Loch- 
carron, miniſters, Mr William M Donald, writer to the 
ſignet, ruling elder ; From the Preſbytery of Dornoch, 
Mr George M' Culloch at Loth, Mr John Sutherland at 
Dornoch, miniſters, Mr Alexander Abercromby, clerk 
to the ſignet, ruling ekler; From the burgh of Dornoch, 
Andrew Hamilton, of Spittlehaugh, Eſq; From the 
Preſbytery of Tongue, Mr John Thomſon at Durneſs, 
Mr. William M*Kenzie at Tongue, miniſters, Mr John 
Moſman, merchant 'in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; From 
the Preſbytery of Caithneſs, Mr John Cameron at Hal- 
kirk, Mr Robert Gun at Latheron, miniſters; From the 
Burgh of Wick, Bailie Daniel Miller, merchant in Can- 
ongate; From the preſbytery of Kirkwall, Mr John 
Scollay at St Andrews and Deerneſs, Mr James Aliſon at 
Holm, miniſters, Patrick Grahame at Grahamſhall, Eſq; 
ruling elder; From the Preſbytery of Cairſton, Mr 
James Tyrie at Stromneſs, Mr Edward Irvine at Firth, 
miniſters, Bailie Charles Tnnes, merchant in Edinburgh, 
ruling elder; From the Preſbytery of Zetland, Mr James 
Buchan at Walls, Mr John Mill at Dunroſſneſs, mini- 
ſters, Bailie John Grieve, merchant in Edinburgh, rul- 
ing elder ; From the Preſbytery of Edinburgh, Dr Da- 
niel M Queen, Mr Robert Walker, Mr Henry Lundie, 
Mr Alexander Bryce at Kirknewton, Mr Robert Fiſher 
at Colington, Mr James Craig at Currie, miniſters, Sir 
Alexander Dick, Baronet, Bailie John Walker, Gilbert 


yolt, 


the Right Hon. James Stoddart, Eſq; preſent Lord Pro M 
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Mr Orlando Hart, preſent Convener; From the Univer- 
ſity of Edinburgh, Principal Robertſon; From the church 
of Campvere, Mr James Yair, miniſter, Mr John Home, 
ruling elder; From the Preſbytery of Linlithgow, Mr 
Patrick Bennet at Polmont, Mr James Paton at Tor- 
phichen, Mr John Knox at Slamanan, Mr Thomas 
| Robertſon at Dalmeny, miniſters, Mr Charles Addiſon, 
Mr David Sampſon, ruling elders; From the burgh 
of Linlithgow, Provoſt Robert Clark; From the burgh 
of Queensferry, Mr William Allan, merchant in Queens- 
ferry; From the Preſbytery of Biggar, Mr John John- 
{ton at Biggar, Mr Thomas Gray at Broughton, Mr 
Thomas Mitchel at Lamington, miniſters, . John 
Dickſon, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder ; From the Preſby- 
tery of Peebles, Mr Thomas Gibſon at Kirkurd, Mr 
William Welſh at Manner, miniſters, the Lord Chief 
Baron, ruling elder ; From the burgh of Peebles, Alex- 
ander Stevenſon of Smithfield, Eſq; Sheriff of Peebles ; 
From the Preſbytery of Dalkeith, Mr John Goldie at 
Temple, Mr John Main at Newton, Mr James Taylor at 
Glencroſs, miniſters, the Lord Preſident, ruling elder ; 
From the Preſbytery of Hadington, Mr John Hamilton, 
at Bolton, Mr Thomas Hepburn at Atholſtaneford, Dr 
George Barclay at Hadington, miniſters, Charles Brown 
younger of Coalſton, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder; From 
the burgh of Hadington, Francis Kinlock, Eſq; younger 
of Gilmerton ; From the burgh of North Berwick, Bai- 
lie Hugh Dalrymple ; From the Preſbytery of Dunbar 
Mr John Clunie at Whitekirk, Mr Alexander Davidſon 
at Stenton, miniſters, Dr Finlay of Drummore, ruling 
elder; From the burgh of Dunbar, George Buchan- 
Hepburn of Smeton, Eſq; From the Preſbytery of Danſe 
Mr Adam Murray at Eccles, Mr Andrew Smith at Lang- 
ton, miniſters, Mr Matthew Sandilands, writer in Edin- 
burgh, ruling elder ; From the Preſbytery of Chirnſide, 
Dr Waker Anderſon, at Chirnſide, Mr Fhilip Redpath, 
at Hutton, miniſters, Sir John Stewart of Allanbank, 
Baronet, ruling elder ; From the Preſbytery of Kelſo, 
Mr Robert Hogg at Roxburgh, Mr Robert Turnbull at 
Sprouſton, miniſters, the Lord Advocate, ruling elder ; 
From the Preſbytery of Jedburgh, Mr William Scott at 
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Abotrule, Mr James Rutherford at Howname, Mr Alex. 
ander Gordon at Kirkton, miniſters, Thomas Turnbull 
of Know, Eſq; ruling elder; From the preſbytery of 
Lauder, Dr Alexander Duncan at Smallholme, Mr Alex. 
ander Duncan at Gordon, -miniſters, Colonel James 
Pringle, younger of Stitchel, ruling elder ; From the 
burgh of Lauder, the Earl of Lauderdale ; From the pref. 
bytery of Selkirk, Mr Robert Potts at Ettrick, Mr Robert 
Douglas at Galaſhiels, miniſters, Mr Adam Ogilvy adyo- 
cate, ruling elder ; From the Burgh of Selkirk, Mr George 
Currie, advocate; From the Preſbytery of Annan, Mr 
Andrew Jaffrey at Ruthwell, Mr John Craig at Kirk- 
patrick-Fleming, miniſters, Sir William Maxwell of 
Springkell, ruling elder ; From the Preſbytery of Lang- 
holm, Mr John Scotland at Weſterkirk, Mr John Ruſſel 
at Eſkdale muir, miniſters, Mr William Scotland, writer, 
ruling elder ; From the Preſbytery of Lochmaben, Mr 


John Nimmo at Johnſton, Mr William 'Scott at Kirk- 


patrick, juxta, Dr John Burges at Kirkmichael, miniſters, 
Mr William Hay of Crawfordtown, ruling elder ; From 
the burgh of Lochmaben, Alexander Ferguſon -of Craig- 


_ darroch, Eſq ; From the burgh of Sanquhar, Alexander 


Wight Eſq; advocate; From the Preſbytery of Dumfries 
Mr Thomas Mutter at Dumfries, Mr James Muirhead 
at Urr, Mr James Little at Colvend, -miviſters, 'Mr John 
Martin portioner of Glengaber, ruling elder ; to be com- 
miſſioners, of this General Aſſembly, to che effect after 
mentioned; with power to the ſaid commiſſioners, or 
their quorum, which is hereby declared to be any thirty- 
one of the ſaid commiſſioners, -whereof twenty-one are 
always to be miniſters, to meet and convene within the 
Aſſembly-houſe at Edinburgh, the firſt day aſter the 

diſſolution of this Aſſembly, at ten of the clock in the 

forenoon ; and. thereafter, the ſecond Wedneſday of 
Auguſt, third Wedneſday of November and the firſt 
Wedneſday of March next to come, and oftener when 


and where they- ſhall think. fit and convenient, with 
power to the ſaid commiſſioners to cauſe their own. 
Moderator: And likewiſe, the General Aſſembly fully 


impowers their ſaid; commiſſioners, or their quorum 


above mentioned, to cognoſce and finally determine, 28 
4. : they 


they ſhall ſee cauſe, in every matter referred, or that 
all be referred to them, by an act or order of this 
Aſſembly; and to do every thing contained in and con- 
form to the inſtructions given, or to be given by this 
| Aſſembly ; and to advert to the intereſt of the Church 
on every occaſion, that the Church, and preſent eſta- 
bliſhment thereof, do not ſuffer or ſuſtain any prejudice 
which they can prevent, as they will be anſwerable: 
Provided always, that this general clauſe be not extend- 
ed to particular affairs or proceſſes before ſynods or 
preſbyteries, that are not of univerſal concern ro, or in- 
fluence upon, the whole Church. And it is hereby ap- 


pointed, that no private proceſſes be determined, except 


at the four ſtated diets: and what ſhall be determined 
at one diet of the Commiſſion with relation to private 
_ cauſes, ſhall be unalterable by any other diet thereof, 
and ſhall ſtand and continue in force, till diſapproven 
by the General Aſſembly. And the Aſſembly renews 
the inſtructions given by the General Aſſembly in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventeen, to their 
Commillion, and appoints the ſame to ſtand in tull force, 


as inſtructions to the commiſhoners before named, and 


to be obſerved by them in all points, as if the ſame 
were ſpecially here inſert ; and that they inquire into 
the publiſhing and ſpreading of books and pamphlets 
tending towards the promoting of opinions of whatever 
kind, inconſiſtent with our Confeſſion of Faith; and that 
the recommenders of ſuch books or pamphlets, or the 
errors therein contained, whether by word, writ, or 
print, be called before the ſaid Commiſſion to anſwer 
for the ſame. And further, the ſaid Commiſſion is here- 


by impowered to receive any references and appeals 


that ſhall be made to them from ſynods, in matters of 
doctrine, and ripen ſuch affairs for the next General 


Aſſembly; and to contribute what they can to the ſup- 


preſſing of vice and immorality, and give all needful 
advice and aſſiſtance to ſynods and preſbyteries, upon 
application to them for that end: Likewiſe to take care 


that the impreſſions of the Holy Scriptures, the Confeſſion 


of Faith and Catechiſms, and ſuch books as are authoriſed 
by this Church, relating to the doctrine, worſhip, diſ- 
5 | n= cipline 
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are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and diſcharged, to meddle 


One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſix. And for the bet- 


26 be ATis of the 


cipline, and government thereof, be correct; and give 
directions about printing the ſame. And the commiſſi. 
oners are appointed and impowered to keep a correſ. 
pondence with the committee for Reformation of the 
Highlands and Iflands, for ſuppreſſing Popery and ty- 
perſtition, and tor promoting the knowledge of true 
religion, and carrying on a reformation in theſe parts, 
and give afliſtance and concurrence therein; and, if 
need be, to apply to the Government for a proper re. 
medy and ſpeedy redreſs. And the ſaid commiſſioners 


in any other matters than what are committed and re- 
ferred to them as above mentioned: And, in all their 
actings, they are to proceed according to the acts and 
conſtitution of this Church, and to do nothing contrary 
thereto, or to the prejudice of the lame ; declaring, 
that in and for all their actings, they ſhall be account- 
able to, and cenſureable by the next General Aſſembly, 
as they ſhall ſee cauſe. And the General Aſſembly ap- 
points the ſaid commiſſioners, particularly to obſerve the 
acts of the General Aſſemblies One thouland ſeven hun- 
dred and twelve, and One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
nineteen, reſpecting the application of the public mo- 
ney ; which two acts are printed among the acts of Aſ- 
ſembly One thouſand ſeven hundred and fixty-one, 
And this Commiſſion is to continue and endure until 
another Commiſhon be appointed ; and members are 
required to attend the diets of the ſaid Commiſſion ; and 
abſents therefrom are ordered to be noticed, according 
to the 17th act of the General Aſſembly held in the year 


ter ſecuring of a quorum, and attendance of members 
on the Commiſſion, the General Aſſembly prohibits the 
preſbytery of Edinburgh, or any other preſbytery with- 
in twelve miles thereof, to meet on any of the days or 
weeks appointed for the meeting of this Commiſſion ; 
and ſuch of the memhers of theſe preſbyteries as are on 
the Commiſſion, are required all of them to give atten- 
dance on the diets thereof; and the preſbyteries at 2 
greater diſtance, who have four or more members on 


the Commiſſion, are to take care, that at leaſt 4 of 
5 ; them 


General Aſembly, 17766. 25 


them attend each diet of the ſame: And the General 
Aſſembly appoint their Commiſſion, at their firſt meet- 
ing, to diſcals as many of the cauſes and queſtions re- 
lative to the ſettlements of vacant churches, which are 
or thall be referred to them by the Aſſembly, as they 
can overtake. And it is further provided, That when 
any preſbytery or ſynod of this Church ſhall decline to 
comply with the ſentence of the Commiſſion, or to give 
the ſame a full execution, in that cale the Commiſſion 
is hereby prohibited to execute the ſame, by appointing 
any ſuch correſpondent meeting. as has been ſometimes 
the practice, but ſhall allow the ſame to lye over to the 
enſuing Aſſembly, to which ſuch preſbyteries or ſynods 
ſhall be anſwerable for ſuch their conduct, and are here- 
by appointed to ſend up with their commiſſioners their 
reaſons for the ſame. And the Aſſembly doth further 
impower and direct the ſaid Commiſſion, to make due 
application to the King and Parliament for redreſs of 
the grievance of patronage, in caſe a favourable oppor- 
tunity for ſo doing ſhall occur during the ſubſiſtence of 
this Commiſſion : And that in paſling their ſentences, 
and in ordering the execution of the ſame, they ſtrictly 
obſerve the 12th act of the Aſſembly 1736. 


VIII. Act 


28 The. Acts of the 


VIII. 


Act disjoining the Pariſh of "©" 
from the Preſbytery of Lauder, and 
annexing the ſame to the Preſbytery 


of Kelſo. 


Edinburgh, 28th May 1776. 


** which day the General Aſſembly had tranſmit- 
ted to them by their committee for bills, a petition 
for Mr Abraham Kerr miniſter at Nenthorn, ſetting 
forth, That the removal of the preſbytery of Lauder 
from Earlſtone to Lauder, which is at a conſiderable 
diſtance from Nenthorn, made it extremely inconveni- 
ent for him (eſpecially in winter) to attend the meetings 
of the preſbytery of Lauder; and as Kelſo is much 
nearer, it would be more convenient for him and his 
pariſhioners that the pariſh of Nenthorn be disjoined 
from the preſbytery of Lauder, and united to the preſby- 
tery of Kelſo : That both the preſbyteries and the ſy nod 
of Merſe and Teviotdale had agreed thereto; and along 
wich the petition he produced a letter addreſſed to the 
Moderator of this Aſſembly fi igned by all the heretors of 
the pariſh of Nenthorn agreeing to the disjunction, and 
craving that the General Aſſembly would disjoin the faid 
pariſh of Nenthorn from the preſbytery of Lauder and 
unite and annex the ſame to the Preſbytery of Kello. 
Which petition and letter being read and conſidered by 
the General Aſſembly, they ananimouſly did, and hereby 
do disjoin the Pariſh of Nenthorn from the preſbytery 
of Lauder, and unite and annex the ſame to the Preſby- 
tery of Kelſo; and declare Mr Kerr, and his ſucceſſors in 
office, conſtituent members of the preſbytery of Kelſo 


in all time coming. =. Aft 
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IX. 
the office of the holy Miniſtry. 


At Edinburgh, the 29th day of May 1776. 


HE General Aſſembly taking into conſideration, 'a 
petition of Mr Robert Dalrymple, - late miniſter at 
Dallas, preſented to the ſynod of Moray, and referred by 
them to this Aſſembly, craving, That he might be reſtored 
to the miniſterial character, of which he was deprived by 


a ſentence of this Church more than twelve years ago, in 


the juſtice of which he acquieſced ; at the ſame time, 
that it had been unſpeakably diſtreſſing to him, had borne 
ſo hard upon his mind, and given him ſo deep concern, 
that nothing appeared to him of ſuch importance, and fo 
comforting, as to be reſtored to his former character. 


And the Aſſembly having had laid before them, together 


with the above petition, a reprelentation from the ſynod 
ol Moray, bearing, That they had unexceptionable evi- 
dence, both from the. teſtimony of their own members, 
and from the places where Mr Dalrymple had reſided, of 
his decent and uſeful behaviour ſince he was depoſed, and 


were therefore 'unanimouſly of opinion, That it would 


be 1n no reſpect hurtful to the intereſts of religion, but 


otherwiſe, to agree to his petition : But that as the Aſ- 


ſembly had affirmed the ſentence of the Synod depoſing 
him, they ſubmitted it to the Aſſembly, whether, upon 

what is above repreſented, it would not be proper to take 
off the ſaid ſentence. —The General Aſſembly, conſider- 
ing the above petition and repreſentation, did unanimouſly 
and hereby do take off the ſentence of depoſition, paſſed 


upon the ſaid Mr Robert Dalrymple, and repone him to 


the office of a miniſter of the goſpel, 


Act reponing Mr Robert Dalrymple to 
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petition there was produced an extract of the Synod's 
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Act altering the day of Meeting of the 
© Synod of Fife. * 


Edinburgh, 29th May 1776, 
The which day the General Aſſembly had tranſmitted 


to them from their committee for Overtures, an 
Overture from the Synod of Fife, craving, That the Aſ. 
ſembly would alter the day of the Synod's meeting from 
the firſt to the ſecond Wedneſday of October: Which 
being read, and conſidered by the General Aſſembly, 
they unanimouſly did, and hereby do change the day of 
meeting of the Synod of Fife from the firſt to the ſecond 
Wedneſday of October yearly; and appoint the {aid 
Synod to meet on the {ſecond day of October next. 


XI. 


Act changing the place of Meeting of 
the Synod Of Galloway. 


Edinburgh, 34 June 1776, 
* which day the General Aſſembly had tranſmitted 


to them, by their committee for bills, a petition for 
the Synod of Galloway, craving, That the Aſſembly would 
be pleaſed to change the place of the Synod's meeting, 
from Wigton to Newtonſtewart ; and along with the 


proceedings. relative to this matter. Which petition * 
| I extract 
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extract being conſidered by the General Aſſembly, they 
unanimouſly did and hereby do change the place of the 
Synod of Galloway's meeting from Wigton to Newton- 
ſtewart; and appointed the ordinary and ſtated meet- 
103 of that Synod to be held at Newtonſtewart in all 
vel coming, -allowing the Synod to adjourn occaſionally 
10 Kirkcudbright, Wigton, Stranrawer, or elſe where. 


Acc anent the age of Ruling Elders. | 


At Edinburgh the 28th day of May 1776. 


THE General Aſſembly, upon the report of their com- 
1 mittee for overtures, finding that a conſiderable 
majority of the preſbyteries of this church have now a- 
greed to an overture anent the age of ruling elders, 
and the electing them to repreſent Seſſions in Preſby- 
teries and Synods ; did thereupon agree, without a vote, 
to turn the ſaid overture into a ſtanding act: And 
accordingly the General Aſſembly did, and hereby do 
ena}, 190, That no perſon ſhall be ordained an elder | 
olf this Church before he is twenty-one years of age com- L Þ 
plete. 2do, Thar all Preſbytery Elders ſhall be elected | 
within two months after the ſitting of Synod, to attend | 
the Preſbytery and enſuing Synod of that bounds ; and 
in caſe of death or demiſſion, a new election ſhall be 
made within one month of the ſame. 3:0, That every 
elder fo choſen ſhall produce an extract of his election 
under the hand of the Seſſion-clerk, before he be receiv- 
ed on the roll of either Preyſbytery or Synod. 
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XIII. Act 


The Ace of the 


XIII. 


Act appoiriting the Diet of the next 
General Aſſembly. 


Tu E next Gener -al Aſſembly of this National Church 
is appointed to be held in this place on Thurſday 


the 22d day of May, in the pong 1777. 


Collected and extracted from the . Records of the 
General Aſſembly, by 


GEORGE WISHART, Cl, Eec. S. 
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Overture anent Perſons going to be Li- 
cenſed and Ordained without the 


Edinburgh, May 28th. 1776. 
7HERE As, it is a mater of the greateſt importance 
to the intereſts of religion, to prevent perſons not 


quly qualified from becoming preachers and miniſters of 
the op and as it has often been complained of, that 


perſons, not qualified according to the acts of this 
Church, have retired: out of Its bounds, to places where 
they were not well known, and have obtained licence to 
preach, or been ordained miniſters of the goſpel : There- 
fore it is overtured to the General Aſſembly, to prohibit 


all perſons, educated or reſiding within the bounds of 


this Church, from going out of its bounds to obtain li- 


cences to preach ; and to prohibit all preachers licenſed 


by this Church, from going without its bouhds to obtain 
ordination, unleſs they are called to a particular congre- 
gation in another country; and to enact, That licences 


obtained in that manner ſhall not be received, or have 


any effect in this Church; and ſuch preachers as contra- 
vene this act, ſhall forfeit the licence formerly given them, 
and be no longer entitled to the privileges which belong 
to a Preacher of the golpel 3 in this Church. | 


1 DODoyerture 
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Overture anent licenſing Probationers. 


Edinburgh, May 22d 1770. 


EII General Aſſembly taking into their ſerious con— 
ſideration the danger chat ariſeth to this Church, and 
to the ſouls of people, by licenſing any to preach the goſ- 
pel, who are' not duly qualified, according to the rules 
laid down in the Holy Scriptures ; aud conlidering, that 
the ſeveral acts made by former General Aſſemblies, ly 
ſo ſcatered in many ſeparate articles, at great diſtance 
from one another, that the directions thercin given, are 
in danger of being overlooked by Preſbyteries : There- 
fore the General Aſſembly renew all former acts, and 
itrictly ordain them to be obſerved by Preſbyterics i in all 
time- coming, in manner following, viz. 
Io, That no Preſbytery admit any perſon to proba- 
tionary trials, but ſuch as are found to be of good re- 
port, of ſufficient learning, ſound principles, of a 
pious, ſober, grave, and prudent behaviour, and of a 
peaceable dipoſition, and well affected to the govern- 
ment in church and ſtate, and of whom they have ſuffi- 
cient grounds to conceive, that they ſhall be uſeful and 
edifying in the church, and that careful enquiry be 
made thereanent ; and that, without reſpect of perſons, 
ſuch as are elicemed to be light and vain in their beha- 
viour, imprudent, proud, *worldly-minded, or un- 
acquainted with the power of practical Godlineſs, be 
kept back from that ſacred work. | 
2do, That none be admitted to trials, in order to ) be 
licenfed, but ſuch as have attended the profeſſion of | 
divinity for ſix years, or have cloſely followed the ſtudy 
of divinity, and of the languages for that ſpace, at leaſt, 
after they have paſſed their full courſe of philoſophy at 
the college, and made proficiency therein, in caſe their 
circumſtances did not allow them to attend the profeſſi- 


on, though, it were to be deſired they ſhould attend the 
| as 


——_—_—_ Deena ar 
—— ꝙ&—Ü!ꝓmN— 


2 


General Aſſembly, 1776. 


profeſſion of divinity, much of that time ; and that the 
ſchool degrees be enquired after. 

tio, The General Aſſembly conſidering the reproach 
that may be brought on religion in general, and parti- 
cularly on this church, by the unworthy behaviour of 
ſuch as follow the ſtudy of divinity, do carneſtly recom- 
mend to the preſbyteries, profeſſors of divinity, and mi- 
niſters and members of this church, to keep a watchful 
eye on ſuch ſtudents, during the ſaid ſix years. And 
further, That when any ſtudent comes to attend the pro- 
feſſion of divinity in any univerſity, he ſhall produce to 
the profeſſor, and to the miniſter of the pariſh where he 
is to reſide, during the time of his attendance on the 
profeſſion, a teſtimonial from the miniſter from whence- 
he comes; and, when he leaves the profeſſion, he ſhall 
carry back teſtimonials from the miniſter of the pariſh, 
of his grave and ſuitable behaviour becoming his cha- 
rater, and from the profeſſor, teſtifying the ſame ; and 
alſo his regular attendance on the dicts of the profeſſion, 
and the time he has attended. And when any profeſ- 
for of divinity ſhall think fit to recommend a ſtudent, in 
order to probationary trials, his teſtimonials ſhall bear 
not only his proficiency in his {tudies, but his judgement 
of his moral and Chriftian character, and that, in his 
opinion, ſuch an one may be uſeful and edifying in the 
work of the miniſtry. _ | 

4to, The General Aſſembly do appoint and ordain, 

That no preſbytery admit any ſtudent to probationary 
trials, except ſuch as have reſided within their bounds 
for the ſpace of ſix months, or do produce to them ſuf- 
ficient teltimonials from the preſbyteries in whoſe bounds 
they have lived, or, for the moſt part, reſided, expreſ- 
ling, that it is the deſire of theſe Preſbyteries, that theſe 
ſtudents ſhould be enered upon trials. And ſuch ſtu- 
dents as come from abroad, ſhall produce ſatisfying 
teſtimonials from the profeſſors under whom they ſtudied, 
and the time of their being abroad ſhall be accounted a 
part of the fix years but none of theſe ſtudents ſhall be 
entered upon trials for the ſpace of half a year after 
they come to Scotland. PR OPT 


5to, 


. 


"ot OED TIT 
. .. gf A SERRA. 


the Holy Scriptures, and what impreſſion he has of reli- 


tion of the primitive Chriſtian Church, and alſo of our 
own, and of the government and diſcipline thereof; 


of perſons he may have to do with, namely, atheiſts, 
and tender conſciences, and others, wherein the great 
difficulty of the paſtoral charge lyes; and particularly 


anent his ends and intentions in entering upon the 


four of their number for managing the ſaid trials. And 


or delay to further trial, ſuch as are found not ſuffi- 


26 . The Acts of the 


- 5to, When any ſtudent is propoſed to a Preſbytery, 
in order to be taken on trials, the propofal ſhall ly on 
the table till the next ordinary meeting, before they 
give judgement therein, that diligent enquiry - may be 
made, and information had concerning the ſaid ſtudent's 
qualifications and behaviour; and the prefbytery ſhall 
be alone both when the propoſal is made and judged on. 
And the General Aſſembly enjoins all ſtudents, to take 
all opportunities of cultivating an acquaintance with the 
miniſters of the preſbytery where they reſide, and where 

they are to pals trials. * 
to, When the Preſbytery, after ſerious enquiry and 
mature deliberation, ſhall agree to take the - propoſed 
candidate on trials, before his entry thereto, the General 
Aſſembly appoints them, by themſelves, or a committee 
of their number, to take a private and previous trial of 
the progrels he has made in the Latin, Greek, and He- 
brew languages, in the ſtudy of philoſophy, and his 
knowledge in divinity, theoretical, Polemical and prac- 
tical, eſpecially ſuch points as ſhall be matter of the pre- 
ſent debates and controverſies ; his acquaintance with 


gion on his own foul ; his knowledge of the conſtitu- 


and of his ſpiritual wiſdom to deal with the ſeveral ſorts 


deſpiſers of religion, careleſs and ſecure perfons, 'weak 


preaching of the goſpel ; and that they appoint three or 


the General Aſſembly further appoint the ſeveral Preſby- 
teries concerned, to take ſpecial care that theſe trials be 
not managed in an overly and ſuperficial manner, bat 
as in the ſight of God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
alone king and head of his church; and either to reject, 


ciently qualified. oy : 
no, 
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mo, The General Aſſembly appoints the ſame method 


to be obſerved, and trials to be taken in all the above 


particnlars, before any Preſbytery recommend a ſtudent | 


to pals trials in another Preſbytery. 

8%, The General Aſſembly do allo appoint and or- 
dain, That the above ſpace of ſix years being expired, 
and teſtimonials produced, and previous trials taken in 
manner above directed, the Preſbytery, before they pre- 


ſcribe any part of public trials, ſhall write letters to all 


the Preſbyteries within the bounds of the Synod, three 
months at leaſt before the ſitting of the Synod, acquaint- 
ing them with their deſign; and at the ſaid next meet- 
ing of the Synod, they ſhall alſo acquaint the Synod there- 
of, and obtain their ſpecial advice and judgment in that 
particular ; and that the members of the ſaid Preſbytery 


and Synod may be ripely adviſed thereanent, the General . 


Aſſembly appoints the ſaid letters to be duly and careful- 
ly tranſinitted to the ſeveral Preſbyteries, and that inti- 


mation thereof be publicly made at the ſecond diet of 


the Synod, to lye on the table till another diet, and then 
payticular enquiry be made, whether any perſon have 
any thing to object againſt the Students being entered on 


trials for preaching the goſpel. Provided always, That 


in any part of this Church where Synods met but once a 
year, a ſtudent may be propoſed to the Synod, five years 
and a halt after he has left the ſtudy of philoſophy in the 
niverſity. 

9110, The General ail recommends to Preſby- 
teries, before any ſtudent is entered on trials, the engage- 
ments required by act 10. Aſſembly 1711, of ſuch as are 
to be licenſed be read to them ; and that the Preſbytery 
take promiſe of them, that they will ſubſcribe to, and 
punctuaily obſerve the ſame, in caſe the Preſbytery ſee 


cauſe to licence them; and that this promiſe be recorded 


in their books. 

Io, The General Aſſembly appoints the public 

probationary trials of ſtudents, who are to be licenſed 
pProbationers, to be theſe following, . In, The cate- 
chetic trials to be renewed in preſence of the Preſby- 
tery, and that previouſſy to all the other parts of public 
trials. 2do, A homily in Engliſh on a Scripture text. 
bs 3110, 
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2t:9, An exegiſis in Latin, on a controverted head of 
diei ity, and fuſtainiag a theſis and diſpute thereon, 
4to, An exerciſe and addition. 5, A lecture on a large 
portion of Scripture. 6, A popular ſermon on a par- 
ticular text of Scripture. 7mo, A trial on chronology 
and Church hiſtory, eſpecial the hiſtory of our own 
Church. Lafly, To interpret the Greek of the New 
Teitament ad aperturam libri; and not only to tranſlate 
and analize any portion of the Hebrew Bible preſcribed 
by the Preſbytery, but allo to read the Hebrew text ad 


 aperturam libri. 


11,70, The General Aſſembly judging it fit, that the 
fame method ſhould be followed in all Preſbyteries, as to 
que{tions put to, and engagements taken of probationers 
when licenced ; and that the ſaid probationers ſhould 
not only give ſufficient proof of their piety, literature, 
and other good qualifications for the facred Miniſtry, but 
alio come under the ſtricteſt engagements to adhere to, 
and maintain the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and go- 
verniment of this Church, Do therefore enact and appoint 
that the queſtions appointed by act 10, 1711, be put to 
all ſuch as pals trials; and likewiſe that they ſhall ſub- 
{cribe the Formula ſet down in the ſaid act before they be 
licenſed to preach the goſpel. And the General Aſſem- 
bly ſtrictly prohibits the licenſing any perſon whatſome- 
ver, who ſhall not give explicit and ſatisfying anſwers to 
theſe queſtions, and ſubſcribe the ſaid Formula, and diſ- 
charge any Preſbytery to make uſe of any other queſtions 
or Formula. 

i2mo, When any Preſbytery, who, with the Synod!'s 
allowance, has entered, or who is about to enter aſtudent 
on trials, ſhall receive a letter from any Preſbytery, 
ſhewing their diſſatisfaction with the ſtudent entered or 
to be entered on trials, and giving relevant grounds tor 
the ſame, which they offer to verify to the preſbytery at 
their next meeting, the ſaid ſtudent ſhall not be licenſed 
until the matter be tried. And the General Aſſembly 
appoints Preſbyteries, who ſhall. receive ſuch letters 
anent ſtudents, from any other Preſbytery, to write a re- 
turn with the firſt poſt after their en acquainting 


chem of their next diet. 
am 
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13-10, The General Aſſembly, conſidering that ſome 
perſons who, upon application to the judicatories of this 
Church, have not been admitted on trials, or have not 
been found fir and worthy to be licenſed to preach, do 
yet retire out of the bounds of this Church, where they 
are not fo well known, in order to enter upon trials, and, 
after they have been licenſed, do not recommend them- 
ſelves by a holy life and miniſterial converſation, to the 
reproach of the Church of Scotland where they were e- 
ducated : Therefore the General Aſſembly do hereby 
inhibit and dilcharge all young men, educated in this 
Church, or ſtudents of divinity, to go to foreign places, 
and offer themlelves to trials, for licence to preach the 
golpel, without teſtimonials and recommendations from 
their Preſbytery, as above directed. And further order 
and appoint, That no ſtudent whatſomever, coming from 
abroad, ſhall be allowed to preach within this Church, 
as one of our probationers, until it appear documented, 
that they have followed the ſtudy of divinity for Alix 
years, alter their finiſhing their courle - of philoſophy, 
and until they undergo a-new their catechetic trials, 
and come under the engagements, and fign the Formula 
appointed by act 10. aſſembly 1711, and it appear by 
their licence, that the ſaid probationers have been licenſed 
by a regular conſtitute Preſbytery, or claſſical meeting. 

I4mo, For the better obſervation of this act, it is 
particularly recommended to the profeſſors of - divinity, 
to communicate the contents thereof to their ſtudents, 
in a public meeting annually, at ſuch time in the month 
of January as to them ſeem moſt convenient. And all 
Preſbyteries and ſynods are peremptorily appointed to 
obſerve the ſame in all its parts : And *tis ſtrictly enjoin- 
ed, that the viſitors of Pre ſbytery-books make ſtrict en- 
quiry how the ſeyeral Preſbyteries do obſerve the fame. 
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Acrixcs and ProctebiNGs of the General Aſſem- 
8 bly of the Church of Scotland, held in the Vear 
1776, which are not printed at full Length. 


A 


Aſſembly-houſe, 


a r 1 


May 23. 


the chair. 


The General Aſſembly being thus conſtituted, there was 
given in to them by Mr David Dalrymple advocate, 
Procurator for the Church, a meſſage in writing, from 
the Right Hon. Charles Lord Cathcart, his Majeſty's 
High Commiſſioner, to this General Aſſembly, which 
was openly read, with all due honour and reſpect, and 
ordered to be recorded in the books of Aſſembly. 

The King's Commiſſion to the Right Hon. Charles Lord 
Cathcart, to repreſent his Majeſty's royal perſon, was 
likewiſe given in by Mr Dalrymple, read, with all due 


E 


1776. Se I/. 


FT ER ſermon by the Rev. Dr David Shaw miniſter 
at Coylloun, Moderator of the laſt General Aſſem- 
bly, the Miniſters and Ruling Elders convened in the 
and after prayer by the ſaid Dr 
David Shaw, Dr John Ker miniſter at Forfar was 
choſen Moderator, and, at the Aſſembly's deſire, took 


honour and reſpect, and ordered to be recorded. 


The King's moſt gracious letter to this Aſſembly, was 
allo given in by Mr Dalrymple, read in the molt re- 


pecttul manner, and ordered to be recorded. 


His Majeſty's royal warrant for L. 1000 Sterling, was 
allo delivered in to the Aſſembly by Mr Dalrymple, 
read, and ordered to be recorded. 
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A committee named to wait upon his Grace the Com- 
miſſioner, and expreſs to him, in the Aſſembly's name, 
the ſenſe they had of his Majeſty's favourable regard 

to this Church, in the repeated aſſurances given by 
him of his royal protection, in countenancing the 
Aſſembly's with his approbation and royal authority, 
in graciouſly continuing his royal bounty for the va- 
.Inrable purpoſes expreſſed in the grant, and in again 
appointing one to acceptable to this Church to repre- 
ſent his royal perſon in the Aſſembly. 

A committee named for anſwering the King? s moſt 
gracious letter. 

A committee named for reviſing the commiſſions to the 
members of this Aſſembly, cenſuring abſents from the 
diets thereof; naming miniſters to preach before his 
Grace the King's Commiſſioner; receiving in liſts of 
the probationers in the ſeveral pre ſbyteries, in order 
to their being recorded. 

Committee for overtures named. 

Committee for bills, nnn and appeals, named. 


Adjournment. 


* 


May 24. 1776. Sefſ. 2d. 
Sederunt. 
New commiſſions produced. 


A diet ſpent in prayer. 
Act VII. of Aſſembly 1718, for the better dilpatch of 


the buſineſs of this Aſſembly, read, and the 8 


tion thereof enjoined. 
Miniſters named to preach before his Grace the King's 


Commiſſioner. 
The committees for overtures and bills appointed to 
meet this evening at their uſual Places. 
Adjournment. 


May 25. 1776. S/. 39. 
Sederunt. 
New commiſſions produced. 
The draught of an anſwer to the King? s moſt gracious 


letter to this Aſſembly brought in and approven; . | 
t 


JIN DET 1556. 


the Moderator deſired to preſent the ſame to his Grace 
the Lord Commiſſioner, and to requeſt of him to 
tranſmit the ſame to his Majeſty. 

The roll of cauſes tranſmitted by the committee for bills 
called for, produced, and read over. 

The report of the committee for overtures called for, 
produced, and read over. | 

The report of the committee for eu commiſſions 
having paſſed the committee for overtures, the ſame 
was called for, and read. 

The objection made to the commiſſion from the preſby- 
tery of Aberdeen, reſpecting Mr Thomas Tait, and 
the ſubſtitution of Dr Campbell in his place, allowed 
to lye over till it ſhould be ſeen, whether or not Mr 
Tait or Dr Campbell appeared at the Aſſembly; and 
till then, ordered that none of them ſhould ſtand upon 
the roll. 

The objection made to the commiſſion from the preſby- 
tery of Mull repelled, and the commiſſion ſuſtained, 
in reſpect of the clauſe in the forms of commiſſions, 
relative to the time of electing members from preſby- 
teries in the northern and weſtern iſles. 

The objection made to the commiſſion from the burgh 
of Selkirk repelled, and the commiſſion ſuſtaine d. 
The objection made to the commiſſion from the burgh 
of Irvine, delayed until the member choſen to re- 
preſent that burgh ſhould be preſent. 

The objection made to the commiſſion from the burgh + 
of Wick delayed, in regard the neceſſary papers, to 
enable the Aſſembly to determine this objection, had 
not yet been tranſmitted by the committee for bills. 

The objection made to the commiſſion from the burgh 
of Dunfermline repelled, and the commiſſion ſuſtained. 

The objection made to the commiſſion from the burgh 
- 2 Queensferry repelled, and the commiſſion ſaſtain- 
ed. 

A committee named to reviſe the actings and proceed- 
ings of the commiſſion of the late General Aſſembly. 
A committee named to audite the procurator and agent's 
accompts, conſider the ſtate of the public money, 

and d prepare overtures about the ſame, 


A 


! 
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A committe named to reviſe the actings and proceed- 
ings of the committee named by laſt Aſſembly, for 
managing the Royal Bounty, for the reformation of 
the Highlands and Iſlands. 

The committee for bills, appointed to meet this even= 
ing at ſix o clock in the uſual gee 


Adjournment. 


May 27. 1776. Sefſ. 4th. 
Sederunt. | 


New commiſſions produced. 
His Grace the Lord High Commiſſioner appeared this 


day in the houſe, and made a moſt gracious ſpeech 
to the Aſſembly. And the Moderator at the Aſſem- 
bly's deſire, gave the thanks of the houſe to his Grace, 
and expreſſed the high ſatisfaction they felt at ſeeing 
his Grace in his own place among them. 

Upon a motion the Aſſembly appointed a committee to 
draw up an addreſs to his Majeſiy on the preſent 
ſituation of affairs. 

The objection made to the commiſſion from the burgh 

_ of Irvine, repelled without a vote, and the commiſ- 
ſion ſuſtained. 

The objection made to the commiſſion from the burgh 

of Wick, heard, the objection repelled, and the com- 
miſſion ſuſtained. 

The committee for overtures impowered to receive in 
from the leveral members, any inſtructions given to 
them by the reſpective ſynods or preſbyteries, clals 
the matters therein contained, and prepare overtures 

' thereupon to the Aſſembly ; and to receive in and 
conſider any accounts that ſhall be given them of the 
Nate of the church in the North Highlands, particu- 

- Harly concerning the growth of popery and ſuperſli- 
tion, and prepare overtures for preventing and ſup- 


preſſing thereof. | 
The Synod books called for. 
A committee named to reviſe the Synod book of Ros. 
The Synod-books of Galloway, Glaſgow and Ay! 


Argyle, Perth and Surling, Fife, Angus and Mearns, 
V Aberdeen 
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aberdeen, Moray, Glenelg, Sutherland and Caith- 
neſs, Orkney, Lothian and Tweedale, Merle and 
Tiviotdale, Dumfries; and the preſbytery book of 
Zetland, not being brought up to this Aſſembly, 
reſolved that the reaſons thereof be inquired into. 
The committee on the public accompts appointed to 
meet to morroiv nn in the Society hall, at ten 
o'clock. | 

The committee for bills appointed to meet this evening 
at ſeven o'clock in their uſual place. 
Adjournment. 


May 28. 1776. Se,. 5th. 
Sederunt. 
The draught of an adrett to his Majeſty, on the pre- 
ſent ſituation of affairs, brought in and unanimouſly - 
approven 3 ; and his Grace the Commiſſioner, at the 
Aſſembly's requeſt, undertakes to tranſmit the ſame 
to his Majeſty. 
Upon a motion, the Aſſembly appainied a committee- to 
draw up an addreſs of - congratulation to his Majeſty 
on the late birth of a Princeſs. 
The report of a committee appointed by laſt Aſſembly, 
to conſider the overture anent the Pſalmody given in 
and read; the committee continued, and Mr James 
Brown, one of the miniſters of Edinburgh appointed 
conveener of the committee. 
Mr Brown gave in a report anent the balance of the 
expences of repairing the aile, which was read; the 
thanks of the houſe given to Mr Brown by the Mode- 
rator from the chair for his care and diligence in this 
matter, and Mr Brown was entirely diſcharged of 
his intromiſſions. 
Upon a motion, Profeſſor Baillie, Profeſſor Richard- 
fon, both of Glaigow, Mr Burns miniſter of the 
Barony pariſh, and Mr Daniel Campbell merchant 
in Glaſgow, were added to the committee, for ma- 
raging the fund for Iriſh Students at the College of 
Glaſgow, in the room of four members of ſaid com- 
mittee who are dead. 
The pariſh of Nenthorn disjoined from the preſbytery of 
Lauder, and annexed to the preſbytery of; Kelſo ; wide 
the printed acts. 


5 The 
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The report of the committee for bills called for, given 
in and read over. 
Reſolve anent taking in tauſes. 
The report of the committee for overtures called for, 
produced and read over. 
The Overture anent the age of Ruling Elders paſt into 
a law ; vide the printed acts. 
The overture aneut perſons going to be licenced or or- 
dained without the bounds of this church, trauſmitted 
to Preſbyteries with ſpecial injunctions from the Aſ- 
ſembly about ſending returns thereto ; wide the over- 
ture printed at the end of the acts. 
Reſolve anent taking in the report concerning the wi- 
dows ſcheme. 5 
A committee appointed to reviſe the God. bool _ 
Merle and Teviotdale. 
The comwittee for overtures and bills appointed t. to 
meet to-morrow at eleven © clock in their uſual 
places. 
Adjournment. 


May 29. 1776. Seff. 6th, 
Sederunt. . 
The draught of a congratulory addreſs to his Majeſty on 
the birth of another Princeſs brought in and ap- 
proven. The Moderator deſired to wait upon his 
Grace the Commiſſioner, and aſk the favour of his 
Grace to tranſmit the ſame to his Majeſty. 
The report of the committee for bills called for, given 
in and read over. | 
The report of the committee for overtures called for, 
given in and read over. 
Upon a motion, the General Aſſembly appointed the 
_ clerks to cauſe print copies of the act reſpecting the 
age of ruling elders, and tranſinit a copy thereof to 
each miniſter in Scotland, that he might cauſe inſert 
the tame in the kirk- ſeſſion records. 
Reſolve anent taking in cauſes. 
A committee named to look over the acts of aſſembly 
reſpecting ſtudents of divinity, and the licenſing of 


probationers, in order to know what former _ 
blies 


ZN 


blies had already oe; and to repart a ſtate of it on 

Friday. 

committee named to conſider an overture from the 
ſynod of Roſs anent incloſing miniſters glebes. | 

The procurator, agent and ſtationers accompts produc- 
ed, and ordered to ly on the table. 

The day of meeting of the Ge of Fife altered ; adds 
the printed acts, | 

There was tranſmitted from the committee of overtures, 

two overtures, one from the ſynod of Aberdeen; and 
and the other from the fynod of Angus and Mearns, 
relative 10 the widows fund; the aſſembly delayed the 
conſideration of theſe overtures, until they had con- 
ſidered the returns to the propoſals already tranſ- 
mittedl. a 

Mr Robert Dalrymple, late miniſter at Dallas, reponed 
to the office of a miniſter of the goſpel; vide the 
printed acts. 

The report of the truſtees for the widows fund produced 
and read over; and ordered to ly on the table for 
the peruſal of members, along with certain papers 
relative thereto. 

The overtures from the ſynod of Aberdeen, and Angus 
and Mearns, with one from Doctor Blenſhall, er 
under conſideration; the overtures were read, and 
Dr Webſter being in the houſe, was heard on che ſub- 
ject. The General Aſſembly unanimouſly agreed to 
reject theſe overtures. 

The committee for overtures and bills appointed to meet 
to-morrow morning at ten o clock iu their uſual 
places. 

Adjournment, 


1 


May 30. 1776. Se. 7. 

Sederunt. 

New commiſſions nrottheds; 

The report of the committee for bills called for, produc- 
ed and read over. 

The petition for Mr Patrick Caldwell, miniſter of the 
perambulated bounds of Norriſton, relative to the 
Norriſton fund, read, and a committee appointed 

to conſider the fund of Norriſton, and to bring in a 

ſtate 
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ſtate thereof to this aſſembly. And the members of 
the preſbytery of Dumblane were deſired to meet 
with this committee. | 

The Synod book of Angus and Mearns produced, and a 
committee named to revile the ſame. 

An appeal of the donors for purchaling and building the 
meeting houle at Duntermline occupied by the late 
Mr Gilleſpie, againſt a ſentence of the preſbytery of 
Dunfermline, delaying to proceed and give judge— 
ment on a petition at their inſtance, praying That 
they might be received into communion with the 
church of Scotland, heard, the appeal diſmiſſed; but 
on account of the prelent diſpoſition of the people, 
petitioners, the cauſe remitted back to the preſbytery 
of Dunfermline, with inſtructions to uſe their belt en- 
deavours to accommodate the petitioners if they ſhall 
again apply to them, ſo as to prevent their joining 
any body of ſectaries. 

Adjournment. 


May 31. 1776. Se,. 8th. 

Sederunt. | a ge 
The report of the committee appointed to conſider the 
| petition of Mr Patrick Caldwell, given in, and read 
over. The Aſſembly unanimouſly authoriſed the 
preſbytery of Dumblane to pay to the ſaid Mr Patrick 
Caldwell the ſum of L. 20 Sterling money out of the 
funds of Norriſton, under their adminiſtration, to be 
applied by him in repairing the offices belonging to 
the manſe of Norriſton, with the dykes and hedges 
ſurrounding the garden and orchard ; and further, 
That the ſaid Mr Patrick Caldwell, and his ſucceſſors in 
office, ſhould be entitled henceforth to poſſeſs the 
five acres and a half of ground as a glebe, (for which 
be preſently pays L. 8: 2: 6 Sterling yearly of rent) 

free of rent in all time coming. 

The members of the ſeveral ſynods, appointed to meet at 
the riſing of this ſederunt in their uſual places, in or- 
der to name the nominators of the commiſſion, and 
to lodge their nomination with the clerks to-morrow 
morning in the Socicty-hall. . 
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The committee for reviſing the Royal bounty record; 
deſired to give in their report to-morrow, together 
with the nomination of the perſons to be upon the 
next committee. | = 

The report of the committee —— to conlider the 
overture from the ynod of Roſs, anent the incloſing 1 
of miniſters glebes, given in and read; and a new com- 
mittee appointed, to conſider this affair, and ripen the 
ſame for the next Aſſembly. 

The repreſentation of the traſtees of the ſund for mi- 
niſters widows, &-c, which was laid before the Aſſembly- | 
on Wedneſiiay, relpecting certain alterations propoſed 
to be made on the ſcheme, contained in the fix arti- | | 
cles which were trabſanitied by the late General Aſ- Oe 
tembly to preſbyteries and univerſities, and in fix o- | 
ther articles tranſmitted by the truſtees and committee 

of the ſaid Aſſembly, purſuant to the directions of that | 4 
Aſſembly, read over, together wich the returns from F 
preſbyteries relative thereto. The Aſſembly entered 
upon the conſideration of the fix articles tranſmitted 
by the truſtees; which articles being read over, it was 
moved and agreed to, that the firſt and ſecond being 
already enacted there was no neceſſity for introducing 
them into the propoſed new ſtatute. The third and 
fourth were agreed to as reaſonable and proper. With 
reſpect to the fifth, the Aſſembly were of opinion, 
That what relates to the election of truſtees from 
preſbyteries and univerſities, ſhould remain on the 
{ame footing as at preſent ; and therefore diſmiſſed the 
ſaid article. The ſixth, reducing the penalty of non- 
attendance was agreed to: The Aſſembly thereafter 
- cauſed read over the ſix articles tranſmitted by the late 
Aſſembly; and after long realoning thereupon, the 
members of Aſſembly ſeemed divided with reſpect to 
what is contained in the fourth article: Some ſaw no 
reaſon for altering the manner in which the method 

of electing the collector is expreſſed in the preſent ö 
ſtatute ; others were of opinion, that it ſhould be ex- 
preſſed as in this article: Others inſiſted, That in caſe | 
of rhe Aſſembly? s diſapproving of the election made by | 
the truſtees, or in caſe of a vacancy happening by any | 

SY other 


* 


— ——ů— wr 0 
py * — - 


„ „ a oo — 


3 ·˙ * 


0 
. 
a ——————̃ ¶ ð·ꝗyñ— —-— . — — 


„ 1 eee i - 


INDE XX 1596. 


other cauſe during the ſitting of Aſſembly, it ſhould 
be competent for that Aſſembly to elect a new collec- 
tor without remitting it to the truſtees. The Aſſem- 
bly, after mature deliberation, agreed to tranſmit the 
fore ſaid ſix articles to preſbyteries and univerſities, for 
the conſideration of contributers within their reſpec- 
tive bounds ; and ordered a letter to be wrote by the 
clerk of Aſſembly to the Moderator of each preſbytery, 
and to the Principal of each univerſity, requiring them, 
at the firſt meeting of preſbytery or univerſity, after 
receiving this letter, to ſignify to the contributors 
within their reſpective bounds, that they are appointed 
without delay to take the foreſaid articles under con- 
- {ideration, and report their opinion thereupon to the 
truſtees on or before the ſecond Tueſday of October 
next, diſtinguiſhing in their report the numbers of 
- contributors approving or diſapproving of each article : 
That if any preſbytery ſtands adjourned to a late day, 
the Moderator is ordered to call a meeting pro re nata, 
fo as the opinion of. contributors in that preſbytery 
may be reported to the truſtees by the time above 
mentioned: That the truſtees ſhall lay before the 
-- Commiſſion at their meeting in November, the returns 
they (hall have then received from prefbyteries and-u- 
niverſities. Which commiſſion are hereby impowered 
to apply to Parliament for a new ſtatute for ſuch vari- 
ations to be made upon the preſent ſtatutes, as were 
agreed to by the laſt General Aſſembly, in conſequence 
of the. approbation of contributors, and ſuch other al- 
terations reſpecting the foreſaid fix articles now tranſ- 
. mitted, as ſhall appear reaſonable, and moſt agreeable 
to the ſenſe of. contributors : That in caſe there ſhall 
be no meeting of the Commiſſion. in November, the 
powers veſted in them are hereby veſted in the truſtees. 
And in order, the better to ſecure returns from contri- 
butors within the time limited, the Aſſembly recom- 
mended. to the truſtees to write a, letter to each con- 
tributor, informing him of this reſolution of the Aſ- 
ſemblxß. 1 Ke 
Reſolve anent taking in a cauſe. 
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The committee of overtures appointed to meet to- mor- 
row at ten o'clock, | 


Adjournment. 


June 1. 1776. Sf. 9th. 

Sederunt. 

The report of the viſitors of the cond book given 
in, and read, and the Commiſſion's conduct approven 

of: The Aſſembly's: thanks given from the chair to 
the Moderator of the Commiſſion for their faithfulneſs 
and diligence in the affairs committed to them; and 
their book ordered to be atteſted. — 

The report of the committee for naming the members of 
the Commiſſion, and preparing inſtructions to them, 

given in and approven of. 

The report of the viſitors of the royal bounty regiſter 
given in and read; the conduct of the managers ap- 
proven of, and their book ordered to be atteſted. 

A committeee named for managing the royal bounty this 
year, with a commiſſion and inſtructions to them. 

The annual report of the Truſtees of the fund eſtabliſhed 
by act of Parliament, for a proviſion to miniſters wi- 
dows, O'c. given in and read, and the ſame was or- 
dered to lye on the table till another diet. 

The Synod-book of Roſs atteſted. 

The Synod-book of Merle and Teviotdale atteſted. 
The Synod-book of Angus and Mearns atteſted. 
The Aſſembly ordered all the ſynods, whoſe books had 
not been ſent up to this Aſſembly, to be ſent up to 
next Aſſembly, viz. Galloway, Glaſgow and Ayr, 
Argyle, Perth and Stirling, Aberdeen, Moray, Glen- 
elg, Sutherland and Caithneſs, Orkney, Lothian and 
Tweedale; Dumfries, and the preſbytery-book of Zet- 
land. 

Act appreving of the accompt of Mr David Dalrymple pro- 
curator for the Church, and exonering ens 

him and his cautioners of the ſum of L. 706: 7: 

Sterling; and ordering that he debit himſelf in his 
next accompt for the ſum of L. 65: 7 22 Sterling, 
being the balance in his hands. 
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Act approving the accompt of James Edmonſtone agent 
for the Church; and appointing that he ſhould have 
credit in his next accompt for the ſum of L. 13: 10:5 
Sterling, being the balance due to him. | 

Act approving the accompt of William Miller ſtationer 
to the Church. | 

The report of the committee named to conſider the 5 | 
plications for ſhares of the public money, given in, and 

read ; together with the Procurator's opinion thereon, 
and laying before the Aſſembly a ſtate of the public 
fund of the Church, and of the amount of the debt. 
The Aſſembly, upon conſidering the petition for Mr 


Robert Thomſon miniſter at Killean, ordered hin 


payment of the balance of the ſum allowed him by a 
former Aſſembly, being L. 33: 13: 4 Sterlivg : And 
appointed the following perſons, creditors on the 
public fund, for the ſums after mentioned, to become 
due to them after the debts already contracted on the 
funds are cleared, vigz. 


Mr Daniel Hyndman miniſter at South Knapdale, for the 


ſum of L.15 Sterling. 

Mr Donald M*Nicol miniſter at Leſsmore and Appin, f for 
the ſum of L. 20 Sterling, 

The report of the committee appointed by former Af: 
ſemblies, to conſider the overture anent the increaſe of: 
Popery, called for; but no report being ready, the 
Aſſembly continued the ſaid committee with the 
powers formerly given to them. | 

It being reprelented to the Aſſembly, That many preſby- 4 
teries in Scotland had neglected to make the collection 
for the ſupport of the charity- ſchools, ordered by the 
two preceding Aſſemblies; the General Aſſembly re- 
commended it to the Society for propagating Chriſtian 
Knowledge, to ſend a new copy of the act af Aſſembly, 
appointing this collection to be made, together with 
a liſt of thoſe that are deficient in making the collec- 
tion to the Moderator of each preſbytery: And the 
Aſſembly renews the appointment upon deficient 
preſbyteries, to make this. collection betwixt and next 
Aſſembly. 

The report of the committee appointed to o confi der the 


oyerture reſpecting ſtudents in divinity, and the li- 
<9 
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cenſing of probationers given in and read: The Ge. 
neral Aſſembly agreed thereto, ſo far as to tranſmit the 
overture of aſſembly 1749, ſimpliciter; ſtrictly en- 
joining preſbyteries to attend to a matter of ſuch im- 
portance, and to ſend up their OPUNoue W to 
the next General Aſſembly. | 
Two petitions and complaints tranſinitted by che com- 
miittee for bills to this Aſſenibly, one at the inſtance 
of Mr John Spence miniſter at Orwall, and the other 
at the inſtance of Mr Alexander Daling miniſter at 
Clicſh, againſt the preſbytery of Dunfermline, for 
refuſing to take under . conſideration at their. privy 
cenſures, a ſermon preached ſometime ago in the kirk 
of Dunfermline. by Mr James Thomſon miniſter. at. 
Dunfermline. Heard, and both complaints diſmiſſed. 
Adjournment, 1 
| June 3. 3776: Se. ult. 
Sederunt. 


The report of the truſtees for managing the fund for a 


proviſion to miniſters widows, Oc. containing a ſtate 
of the fund under their management, and an account 
of their proceedings ſince laſt Aſſembly again called 
for, and ordered to be recorded in the W rer 
giſter kept for that purpoſe. 
The committee on the window-tax continued with the 
ſame powers as appointed by former. Aſſemblies. 
The committee on the Enzie-fund continued with the 
ſame powers as appointed by former Aſſemblies. 
Liſt of probationers produced, and ordered to be re- 
corded. ö | 
The place of meeting of the ſynod of Galloway changed 
from Wigton to Newton-Stewart ; vide the printed acts. 
The Beadles ſalaries augmented to forty ſhillings ſterling 
each; and the caſhier authoriſed to pay them that 
ſum yearly in time coming. 
All cauſes brought before this Aſſembly, and not deter- 
| mined by them, referred to the ' Commiſſion, with 
Powers to them to Judge, and finally determine 
therein. ES, 


No 
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No proteſtations given in this year, as to cauſes appeal- 
ed to this Aſſembly, and not proſecuted. 

A committee named to reviſe the minutes of the Aſſem- 
bly's proceedings at this and all the other meetings 
thereof, and to pitch upon ſuch of the acts of Aſſem- 
_ bly as are to be Nandi rules, in order to their be- 

ing printed. 

The minutes of this day's Siferairit were Fury the mi- 
nutes of former ſederunts being read at the diets ſub- 
ſequent thereto. 

The Moderator's ſpeech to the General obe, wk 
his Majeſty's Commiſſioner. 

The Lord Commiſſioner's ſpeech to the Aſſembly. 

Act appointing next diet of Aſſembly. 

The Aſſembly concluded with het and 1 of 


pſalms. 


F 17.3 


